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1 . A network orrangemerit for o plurojity of nodes each node being connected 
to one or more other nodes by corresponding node links, 

the nehvork being orronged into a recursive hierorchy of vniiB having 
two or more levels^ 

the nodes being the units of the first level of the Hierarchy, 

the un6t$ of higher levels of the hierarchy being formed by groupings 
of the unffe of ^.e previous level, 

wherein the unit$ of o level exchonge o corresponding load slatus 

information, 

2. An arrangement os cbimed in claim 1 wherein, within, eoch group of unrt$, a 
moster entity is designated^ the moster entity conveying inter- unit Joad stotus 
information relating to the units of that level to the higher level, 

3. iA meiidcdi Aii anrangenient as claimed ifLclaim h^i^imm^ wherein, in the first 
le\^d, a selected node in each group is designated as the mast^ node for the corresponding 
group, 

the master iiode managing the transjtcr of node load status information withm its 
ccHxesponding grtiup. 
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4- lAnjgndgd) Aa arrangement as claimed ta claim J or elaiin 2, or cla ui>-3- vvherein 
the load status information mcludes intbrmation on the available mffic capacity bcivvetn tbe 
ports of each imit. 

5 • (A. meji<tc d)/\n arrangement as cidmed in iitty' eiH.H>f claims 1 to 4cMfixi whci^in 
each node includes node load status monitoring means to monitor the load status of the Ikks 
connected to the node, 

6' (Ame nded)A n amngement an tkiimed in aiiy oniM^f-^teifB*^-^^ wherein 
at kast one node of each second levc\ group h connected to a node of at least one otJier second 
!evd group x'ia a coriiespondiiig groiip link whereby group load smm ialbnnation can be 
inierc^liaKge, 

7, An orrangejmeni as cbimed in cbim 6 wherein the un\\$ of rhe thfrd level ari* 
brmed by nujiuoHy intercornnccied second leve^ units. 
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